Sub: A Brief on Jaitapur Nuclear Power Project

1.0 Brief summary

Co-operation between India and France in.the nuclear area is quite old, dating
back to early eighties. In fact, it was the first bilateral co-operation India had with any
country in nuclear power. The co-operation has been very meaningful and covered
important areas like R & D, Fast Breeder Reactor technology, Safety and power
reactors, supply of fuel for TAPS-1&2 and PHWRs. .

During 1987-1988, many discussions were held with M/s Framatome of France
for setting up of 900 MW reactors designated as “M310”. These reactors were offered
as a part of international bid amongst others viz. Russian and German reactors. Based
on the techno-economic review, the Russian VVERs were chosen for setting up
reactors at Kudankulam.

The discussion with France continued and during the intervening period a site at
Jaitapur was also finalized by the site selection committee. Subsequently, the
discussions restarted when the French Government in the year 2002, when France
funded studies on feasibility of setting up of French reactors in India. Initially the studies
were conducted for 1000 MW French reactors and subsequently for 1650 MW EPRs
based on an in-depth review by a committee.

The sequence of events leading to the present status are given in para 2.0.

Discussions have also been held between nuclear industries in India and France
on industrial cooperation in manufacturing of PWR components in India.  Indian and
nuclear French industries have been in regular interaction through structured forum and
have visited each others’ industries to appreciate and explore possibilities for business
cooperation in manufacturing and supply of equipment for nuclear power. In this
context, Indo French Nuclear Industry Business Meet had been organized in Mumbai,
India in October, 2007. In this business meet; over 300 senior management and
practicing engineers from nuclear industries of India & France participated. French
organizations UBIFRANCE, EDF, GIIN (French Nuclear Industry Association) and
companies like AREVA, TRACTEBEL Engineering, PNB-Burgundy Nuclear
Partnership, NEXANS, SDEC France, GARLOCK, FLUIDYN Group, FREYSSINET
FNTS, MEXEL Industries SAS, CNIM, SFEN, VSL International and many others
participated in the meet. The French financial institutions CAYLON and NATIXIS also
participated in the meet, along with SBI. They showed keen interest in financing Indian
nuclear projects. Indian organizations DAE, NPCIL, AERB, BARC, IPR, INS, IFTA, IAIF
and many companies including L&T, BHEL, GODREJ & BOYCE, WIL, AVASARALA
Technologies, GAMMON, TCE, RELIANCE Energy, ROLTA, TATA Projects
participated in the meet.






