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A Virtual Trip to a Nuclear Power Plant 
ALLAHABAD, February 2, 2012 

 

The Indian nuclear energy programme is among the safest and most modern 
in the world. With an impeccable record of safety and efficiency, the nuclear 
energy programme in India recently completed 42 years of successful 
electricity production at the 20 atomic power plants situated in six states 
(Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Uttar 
Pradesh.)  

 

The projected electricity production from these as well as the proposed 18 
reactors is expected to increase the share of nuclear power in the country’s 
total energy consumption to 25% in the next two decades from about 3% at 
present. 

The nuclear reactor is an engineering marvel and each of them is a unique 
structure. Built with utmost care and stringent regulatory mechanism, the 
reactors represent a state-of-the-art environment. 

 

To present a closer and clearer picture of how a nuclear reactor looks and 
feels from inside, the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) 
has embarked on a novel strategy to reach out to the people with multi-



 
 

media products. As part 
of this strategy, an 
animated film has been 
produced that takes 
viewers on a virtual tour 
of a nuclear power plant. 
A special screening of the 
film was organized in 
Allahabad on February 2. 

 

With striking visuals and 
amazing sound effects, 
the 30-minute film shows 
how a group of people is 
taken round a nuclear 
power plant and shown its 
various components. At 
the same time, the 
questions and doubts 
raised by the people are 
answered with facts 
supported by visuals. The 
film, to be shown 

extensively around the country to school, college and higher level students, besides other sections of society, will help 
to a great extent in clearing the people’s doubts about safety, security, health and environmental hazards of nuclear 
energy.  

 



 
 

On behalf of the NPCIL, Mr Amritesh Srivastava, manager (media 
and corporate communication), said that it has also been decided to 
make use of other communication tools such as books, comics, 
posters, radio and film productions, besides exhibitions of posters etc 
to create awareness about nuclear energy among the people. A Hall 
of Nuclear Power, a permanent gallery which is first of its kind, has 
been opened in Nehru 
Science Centre in 
Mumbai, and more such 
exhibits are planned in 
other cities. 

Nuclear energy is 
included as one of the 
alternatives in ensuring 
India’s energy security 
in the coming days, and 
the Atomic Energy 
Commission is 
committed to take the 
nuclear energy 
programme forward in 

the coming days. The importance of nuclear energy for India can be 
understood from the fact that electricity demand in India is increasing 
rapidly. About 65.34% of the electricity consumed in India is generated by 
thermal power plants, 21.53% by hydroelectric power plants, 2.80% by 
nuclear power plants and 10.42% by Renewable Energy Sources.  



 
 

The Atomic Energy 
Establishment was 
set up at Trombay, 
near Mumbai, in 
1957 and renamed 
as Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre 
(BARC) ten years 
later. Plans for 
building the first 
Pressurised Heavy 
Water Reactor 
(PHWR) were 
finalised in 1964. The 
Tarapur Maharashtra 
Site includes Tarapur 
Atomic Power Station 
1 to 4. While stations 
1 and 2 were brought 
in commercial 
operation in October 
1969, units 3 and 4 
became operational 
in August 2006 and 
September 2005, 

respectively. The atomic power plants in operation in India are- Tarapur 4 units (Maharashtra); Rawatbhata 6 units 
(Rajasthan); Kalapakkam 2 units (Tamil Nadu); Narora 2 units (Uttar Pradesh); Kakrapar 2 units (Gujarat) and Kaiga 4 
units (Karnataka.) 
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