News Coverage on Public Awareness Seminar at ‘Indian
Institute of Technology Patna’ on January 10, 2012.
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‘More N- power plants needed to meet energy a’emand

the Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limited  we have enough resources
(NCPIL), Mumbai, PB (thorium and uranien
Mishra szid here on depasits) to fulfll the power
. needs,” said Mishra,
Stating that 20% of the Earfier, NPCIL executive
vspopulationhadne  director for human
acocess to electricity, Mishra  resources, SP Dharne, said,
szid more nuclear power “Fossil fuels like coal, od and
plants wereneeded tomeet  natural gas are not economs-
energy needs of India. cally viable, asthe variety  _
Mishra was speaking at 2 &:at'sfanﬂmt}:ecomm's

Experlsataseﬂnrn‘lh&upmdmw An

insight” on Tuesday.
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be needed to set up such a

big plant. So, nuclear power
is the only viable option” he
added.

At present, more nuclear
punarphntbmmtlx
of -
at Tamil Nadu, Maharashira,
Andhra Pradesh and
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Patna, Jan. 10: India’s elec-

tricity requirement would in-

crease manifold in the coming
years and the country has to

depend more on nuclear ener- -

gy for this. Energy experts at-
tending a seminar, Nuclear
Power at Your Service-An In-
sight, at IIT-Patna today were
unanimous of the view.

S.P. Dharne, the executive
director of Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd,
said: “At present, we are gener-
ating barely 50 per cent of the
total power requirement.
We have to depend more on nu-

Energy
experts

for nuke
power

clear energy to meet the de-
mand.”

He added: “We mamly de-
pend on coal and oil to produce

energy. But the coal is of low

quality as it contains ash,”
Despite having about 10

per cent of the world’s coal

reserves, India has struggled
to provide enough fuel to
the power plants because of

- its poor quality.  “Indian

~ coal accounts for more than
© .30 per cent ash content.

To meet the coal requirements
for the power sector, we have
to import it from Australia
and Indonesia, which are

~ superior to Indian coal,”

Dharne said.
IIT-Patna director Anil K.
Bhowmick emphasised on the

" necessity of networking and

knowledge-sharing among en-
ergy sector industries and aca-
demic institutions.
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