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Date 19/03/2025

Press Release

H.E. Mr. Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) visited
Kakrapar Guijarat Site today. He was accompanied by H.E. Mr. Shambhu S. Kumaran, Ambassador of India
to Republic of Austria, Mr. Diego Candano Laris, Advisor to DG, IAEA and Mr. Pranesh Sengupta,
Counsellor.

During the visit, he interacted with Mr. B.C. Pathak, CMD, NPCIL and other senior officials. He
also visited the control room of KAPS 3&4 (2x700 MWe), the first pair of indigenous 700 MWe Pressurized
Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs).

During the meeting, a presentation was made broadly covering aspects of the historic relationship
of India and the IAEA, the Indian Nuclear Power Programme, NPCIL’s impeccable safety and excellent

performance record, the present status and future plans. During the visit to KAPS-3&4 control room, he was
briefed about the indigenous 700 MW PHWR design and its advanced safety features.

The vital role being envisaged for nuclear energy in India’s quest to become “Viksit Bharat” — a
developed nation by the 100" year of India’s independence (2047) and move towards the cherished goal
of becoming a Net Zero economy by 2070 were explained. In this context, the Bharat Small Reactor (BSR)
initiative, tailored for captive use to decarbonize hard-to-abate sectors was highlighted.

Director General Mr. Grossi appreciated India’s achievements in its nuclear power programme and
stated India’s global recognition as a nation with advanced nuclear technologies. He appreciated India’s
contributions to various initiatives of the IAEA.

He said he was impressed by NPCIL’s latest 700 MWe PHWRs and NPCIL’s ambitious plans for
large nuclear capacity expansion. He assured support of IAEA in India’s nuclear power initiatives and
wished all success for the future of Indian Nuclear Power Programme.
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